THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of January 26, 2022
A Note from Our Pastor
Dear Friends,
I believe that it is good for us to be reminded of our privilege. That has happened several times this week for me.
While there is much about this week that didn’t go as planned, at the end of the day none of the unexpected
obstacles caused unmanageable problems.
A family member had an unexpected surgery. But they are okay and had access to good medical care.
Our furnace required a technician’s visit. But the part was available, I was able to write a check to pay for the
installation, and on a morning with temperatures below zero, my house remained warm.
Too many conflicts on my schedule meant that I was not able to participate in Minister’s Institute as fully as I had
planned. But I have access to many educational opportunities and have many opportunities to be with clergy
colleagues.
As I write this, I am reflecting only on the last 24 hours. And in acknowledging that, I realize that this is an
unusual 24 hours for me. What’s far more typical is that all my people are healthy, things like my HVAC and
vehicles and other equipment that supports my life work well, and my schedule, while full, is generally
manageable.
So, today I will be grateful. Grateful for all the gifts of my life, most of which have come pretty easily, and I will
be aware of the many people around me whose struggles are far greater and whose need for grace is real.
With care,

Jill

2021 Giving Statements are On Their Way
With tax time approaching, be looking for your 2021 Giving Statement from First Christian Church.
If we have your email address in Realm (our church management program), that is how your statement was sent
earlier this week. If you haven’t seen it yet, look for an email from First Christian (but with an address of
notifications@onrealmmail.org - see picture below).

Others of you will be receiving your statements delivered by the USPS to your mailbox. They were mailed on
Tuesday.
If you don’t have your statement within the next week, let Cory Coobs know (icdisciple.giving@gmail.com) as we
might not have your information correct in our system.
If you have any questions or if you would like to request a printed copy of your statement, please contact our
Financial Secretary, Cory Coobs, at icdisciple.giving@gmail.com.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
January 26 - No Bible Study
February 2 - Luke 6:17-26

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.
You are invited every week or once in a while.

Chi Rho/CYF
Our Youth Group for 6th 12th graders will continue
meeting Thursday evenings
January 27, February 3 and
February 10 via Zoom.
Meetings will run from 8-9pm. Join us for a look
at spiritual gifts as we wonder together how we
are called to serve the church and world.
JYF, our youth group for 3rd
through 5th graders, meets
two Wednesdays a month.
The next meeting is Feb 2.
Questions? Ask Kara.

The FCC Book Club is
reading Lincoln Highway by
Amor Towles. A most unusual
road trip takes place on this
well-known route. Or will it? The
discussion will be January 27, 2022, at 7 p.m.
using Zoom.
Join the conversation about this rather long, but
engaging book.

CommUnity Volunteer Opportunity
It is not too late to join our small work group who
will help at the CommUnity Food Bank on January
28 from 8:30 - 11am. The work to be completed
will be determined based on the needs of the Food
Bank but may include things such as restocking
shelves, repackaging food, cleaning, etc. Use this
link to sign up. Join us in making a difference for
local families!

Needed: Hygiene Products &
Plastic Sacks
This is our last week to collect personal hygiene
items for the CommUnity Food Bank. In addition,
CommUnity has expressed a need for clean
plastic bags without holes or tears for customers
to take their grocery items. Please bring your
hygiene items and clean plastic bags by Sunday,
January 31!

Valet Parking at FCC - Help Needed
Valet Parking is a ministry at FCC that makes attending worship in the cold weather easier for those with
mobility concerns, small children, or full hands. Valet parking is offered from 9:30 - 10am and then for 30
minutes after worship. We are looking for a few more people to join our team! If you have a valid driver’s
license, clean driving record, and would be willing to serve in this ministry, you can choose your dates and shifts
(before and/or after worship) by visiting this sign up. If you have questions, ask Pastor Jill.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE


We pray for the Samuel-John family and for Isaac’s mother who is nearing the end of her life.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Content covered to protect privacy.

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Have Books to Share?
The Shelter House Book Sale will be coming in March. If you have books, CDs,
DVDs, vinyl records, or puzzles that you wish to donate, they can be dropped off at
the Old Antique Car Museum (860 Quarry Road, Coralville) starting February 14 and
running until March 23. Donation drop-off during those weeks will happen every
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday from 10am - 2pm, and Sundays from 2pm - 4pm. They are unable to accept contributions of magazines, encyclopedias, Reader's Digest, books with no covers or water damage,
musty books, textbooks, cassette or VHS tapes.

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.

Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)

Regional News
Would you like to know more about what is going on in the broader Disciples church? Our regional church, the
Christian Church in the Upper Midwest, has shifted from having a once a month newsletter to weekly
newsletters with different foci (mission, worship, etc.), one of which will continue to be Disciples Together
(general newsletter). You are welcome to subscribe to any or all using this link.

First Christian Church’s YouTube channel is the place
you can find each week’s worship service as well as
occasional other videos. Go to YouTube, search
“First Christian Church, Iowa City, IA” and subscribe
today.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the
“First Christian Church of Iowa City Connection”
group, please contact any of your pastors to join.
This private group is a place to connect with others
from FCC.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

January 30, 2022
Greeting
Hymn - “Lord Whose Love Through Humble Service”
Prayer

Scripture - 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (excerpts printed)
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body
so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful
or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Children’s Moment
Sermon - “Freedom and Flourishing”
Today’s scripture reminds us of the love God offers us and invites us to share with others. How might living in this
way make us more free? How might loving in this way cause us and others to flourish?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer

Hymn - “You Are the Seed” vs. 1 & 3
Benediction

Thank you!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, January 23: These include: Julianna
Freeman and Gene Hanson (Greeters), John & Carla Melby-Oetken (Ushers), Eliot Coobs (Acolyte), John McKinstry
and Al Zimmerman (Music), Vern Duba (Scripture Reader), Carla Melby-Oetken (Elder), David Klein and Grayson
Seaton (A/V), Maya Seaton, Teegan Michel and Cameron Michel (CommUnity Hygiene Product collection), Jim
Michel and Marcus Seaton (Valet Parking).

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
9
16
23
Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

30

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

No Bible Study
Jill’s PST @
Zoom 5 PM

Women Clergy
10AM @ Zoom
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Youth Group @
Zoom 8 PM

CommUnity
Workday
8:30—11 AM

Jill, Kara, and Laura @ Minister’s Institute

8
15
22
29

31

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbells 11 AM
MPT 11 AM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

February
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF @ church
6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Youth Group @
Zoom 8 PM

11

12

18

19

6

7

8

9

10

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Board meeting
(Hybrid) 6 PM

Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
COVID Response
Team @ Zoom 1 PM

Clergy Cluster
12 noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM
Youth Group @
Zoom 8 PM

13

14

15

16

17

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM

Finance Team
(Hybrid) 6:30 PM

Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom

Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM
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