THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of JANUARY 13, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
This last week has been challenging in our country and we will continue to wrestle with how our faith calls us to
respond. Know that I am praying for each of you and for us as a community that we may find the courage to speak
Truth and that we may find the compassion to love well. Attached with this newsletter you will find the letter I sent
out on Thursday. I share that in case you didn’t already see it and also to remind you that this is our work together.
I am also reminded that as the work continues, we will grow and change and continue to articulate our mission.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

An Opportunity to Support our Children’s Ministry
During Advent and Christmas those who worshiped with us via Zoom or YouTube were able to
experience a new children’s ministry at First Christian Church. The ministry, called Children
Worship & Wonder, is an exciting way of approaching faith formation with children. It
recognizes that children are spiritual beings and utilizes storytelling, the most ancient form of
education, to share the stories of God.
While Children Worship & Wonder is new to FCC, the book on which it is based (Young Children & Worship by
Sonja Steward and Jerome Berryman) was first published over 30 years ago. It is influenced by Montessori techniques and uses a multi-sensory approach to invite children to experience God where they are, as they are, and to
respond in their own ways. I love how it allows children to enter the stories of the Bible, through figures they can
see and touch, and stories with intentionally chosen words and deliberate movements. One of the most compelling parts of this ministry to me, is that it encourages children to ask questions and to create responses based on
their own life experiences. It invites them to wonder how people felt, to wonder whose voice might be missing,
to wonder how God shows up in each and every story, and in their lives, too.
Formal training and practice is required to lead Children Worship & Wonder, so when virtual training was offered
for the first time this past fall, I moved quickly to sign up myself, along with others. Maggie Keyser, Sara Riggs,
Emily Steeples, and I have now completed training through Disciples Home Missions and there are many stories
of God we are learning and are eager to share with you and our children. Each story has its own figures and
pieces, and we were fortunate to obtain some from another congregation. However there are core stories we
are missing and some of the figures and sets will need replaced. I would like to invite you to help support and
grow the Children Worship & Wonder ministry at FCC. We’ve created a Sign Up Genius, with the opportunity for
you to sign up to sponsor the purchase of an entire story, or to make a donation in any amount. After you sign
up, your donations can be mailed to the church or submitted online
through our website. Just please be sure to indicate they are for Children
Worship & Wonder.
I invite you to watch with excitement as this ministry unfolds at FCC in the
coming years. And thank you for always supporting the ways we work to
share God’s love with the children and youth in our midst.

Kara

This Week at First Christian Church

JANUARY 13 2021

Mark Your Calendars...
Sharing Love and Support

Join us as we take part in MLK Jr. Human Rights
Week Celebration.
This year we have chosen to assemble literacy
kits, a simple craft that will be paired with a
book. Kits will be available to be picked up at the
church late next week (they can also be dropped
off to you), and you will have a week to complete
the kit which will include a simple craft. In
addition to the packet, you will need scissors,
tape and markers. These literacy kits will be
distributed to at-risk children to increase access
to books and help them reach reading
milestones.
If you are interested in taking part, please contact Kara to sign up at icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
or 319-530-3255 (call or text). This will allow us
to pick up the correct number of kits for
distribution.

Office Closed on Jan. 18
Remember that the church office is closed on
Martin Luther King Jr. Day which is January 18.

Many of you know that Emily and
Krista (Payton & Jayse), part of our
church family, are also a foster
family. Last month, they opened
their home to a sibling set of 3 children, and we
invite all to support them in this act of love. During
the month of January, let’s “shower” them with gift
cards! HyVee, Aldis, or restaurants with gluten-free
options are best, but others are appreciated as well!
They are also seeking tried-and-true gluten-free
recipes that would be a hit with the kids.
If you would like to participate, gift cards/recipes
can be sent via email to emily.steeples@gmail.com
or krista.kronstein@gmail.com or mailed to 1323
9th St NW, Cedar Rapids, 52405.
(Questions? Contact Kara at icdisciples.org or 319530-3255).

FCC Book Club
Have you started reading for the
January Book Club meeting?
The next FCC Book Club meeting
will be at 7pm on January 28.
We’ll discuss Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult. This
book is a captivating tale of love, loss and
searching in both human and elephant families.

Join Friends from FCC for (Virtual) Dinner
Are you longing to share a meal with people outside your household? Have you been
missing attending dinner parties? Join friends from First Christian on Zoom to share a meal
and conversation together. Dinner opportunities will be on four different nights the week
of January 24, all at 6pm. Just sign up here, then on your evening prepare your dinner and
sign in to eat and share conversation together. Questions? Ask Pastor Jill.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE
• We pray for Martha Melton who has been diagnosed with breast cancer and will be having surgery later this
month.
•

We pray for Sara Klosterboer who will have surgery on Friday.

•

We pray for Lara Lazarre who is having some health issues.

• We pray for those with COVID including Marian Hart’s daughter and son-in-law; we pray for families who
are grieving without the usual rituals; we pray for Lora Morgan Dunham’s team member with preeclampsia; we
pray for Julie King’s uncle who is facing a cancer diagnosis and his family who is supporting him; we pray for
Laura Kittrell’s friend who had a TIA.
• We continue to pray for our members and friends who are in a nursing home, homebound, have medical and
physical needs and problems.

Please always let Pastor Jill know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Weekly Ministries
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We meet at 12noon
on Wednesdays.
Upcoming scriptures:
January 13 - Jonah 3:1-5, 10

•

Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom.

January 20 - No Bible Study today
•

Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9am on

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm
(Meeting ID: 843 1879 9375; Password: 289211).

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each

Zoom (note the time change from last fall)
•

JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: January 20, February 17,
March 24, April 21 and May 19.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday
•

To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using this link (meeting id: 861 3802 4096;
password: 972816).

•

You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

January 17, 2021 - Second Sunday after Epiphany
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “The God of Abraham Praise”
Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
•

Pray for our nation as we anticipate a transition of leadership.

•

Pray for those who continue to face health challenges and grief without the usual systems of support available.

•

Share the prayers of your heart with God.

Scripture - I Samuel 3:1-20 (excerpts printed here)
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions
were not widespread…. Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel
that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. ...Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the
doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel,
my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to
you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid
nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Speaking the Truth
When do you find truth hard to tell? What helps you find courage to speak truth when it is difficult? How can we
create communities where truth is welcome and received without defense?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Thuma Mina”

Benediction

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Anniversary

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

10-Vern Duba &
Jon Feaver

3

4

Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

5

6

7

Executive Committee
@ Zoom 5 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
QuaranTeens @
Zoom 8 PM

10

11

12

13

14

Sunday School
9 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Trustees @ Zoom
5 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Nominating
Committee @ Zoom
6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
QuaranTeens @
Zoom 8 PM

17

18

19

20

21

Sunday School
9 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
FCC Office
Closed

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
No Bible Study
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect@
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

24

25

26

27

28

Sunday School
9 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Dinner Group @
Zoom 6 PM

Dinner Group @
Zoom 6 PM

Dinner Group @
Zoom 6 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Dinner Group @
Zoom 6 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect@
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

31
Sunday School
9 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

12-Rachel Samuel
3-Jan Ricklefs

13-Kianna Haslett-

24-David Klein

4-Noah Yost

Tomova

26-Jon Feaver

4-Kaitlyn Rohm

14-Jim Michel

27-Grace Hall

5-Michael Esmann

18-Hailey Behmer

28-Isaac Samuel

6-Nolan Vibhakar

22-Oliver

29-Frank Williams

6-Terry Dahms

Schluckebier

III
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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
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Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.
•

Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.

•

You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

