
THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
For the Week of January 25, 2023  

Friends, 
 
On the eve of the Lunar New Year a shooter entered a ballroom dance hall.  10 people - in their 50s, 60s, and 70s - 
died that night.  Another died on Monday.  More were wounded.  Two days later another shooting occurred in 
Northern California killing 7.  And here in Iowa 2 people were killed Monday at a center for at-risk youth in Des 
Moines. 
 
And again we grieve. 
 
And again we must ask hard questions...questions about violence...questions about guns...questions about 
racism...questions about our humanity. 
 
We like to ask questions about those who commit these crimes.  We like to ask questions about motive.  We like 
to treat these as individual problems.  But it does seem that regardless of the details, we have a lot to wrestle with 
as a culture and as a country.  We have a lot of difficult questions to ask about how we collectively contribute and 
create opportunity for gun violence. 
 
And not just as a general culture, but as people faith, we have much to wrestle with around those topics as well. 
 
I have no words...no answers...only hope that we can have difficult conversations and ask difficult questions.   
 

          With care, Jill 

P.S. Kara, Laura and I will be at Minister’s Institute in Newton next week from Monday afternoon through 

Wednesday afternoon.   
 

If you need any pastoral care, don’t hesitate to call Carol in the church office (319-337-4181), or to call David 

Klein or Diane Hertel who are the Elders who will be on call during our absence.   

A Note From Your Pastor 

Living in Faith Together: An Opportunity for You...for All of Us 
 

You all have heard Pastors Kara and Jill speak often about the importance of intergenerational relationships and the 
opportunity the church has as one of the few places in our culture where people across generations are regularly 
together.  Those who attended Faith Formation this past Sunday heard Eric Rucker talk about the value of           
intergenerational relationship as well.   
 

You are invited to participate in Intergenerational Faith Formation beginning this coming Sunday at 
11:15am.   
 

We will gather around tables in Fellowship Hall sharing conversations around a Bible story, activities, and a snack.  
We encourage households who can to sit at different tables in order to nurture relationships outside of our families.  
Each table group will be made up of people of various generations.  This means an 8-year-old and 80-year-old 
might get a chance to build a relationship.  Or perhaps it is a 35-year-old and a 75-year-old who have this            
opportunity.  In doing this we recognize that all are teachers and all are learners.  Intergenerational opportunities 
are not just about allowing older people to share their wisdom, but are about recognizing that we all come with  
wisdom to share. 
 

We have scheduled this opportunity for the next 3 Sundays as we try this new model for Faith Formation.  We    
invite you to participate in as many weeks of it as you are able. 
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Mark Your Calendars 

Bible Study  

Join us using Zoom.  We meet at 

12noon each Wednesday. 

Upcoming scriptures: 

January 25: Isaiah 58:1-12 

February 1: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Join Strings and Singers 

All musicians are invited to be part of  

Disciples Strings and Singers.  Want to 

join?  You are welcome!  The next rehearsal will be 

January 25 at 6pm. 

This group of musicians leads music in worship 

weekly, bringing their mix of vocal and instrumental 

gifts to worship. 

Faith Formation 

(AKA: Sunday School) 

Each Sunday there are classes for children (age 4) 

through adults and a nursery for younger children.  

Classes go from 11:15am - 12noon.  

January 29 - February 12: Living in Faith Together—

an intergenerational learning experience. All are 

invited as we gather around tables to share 

conversation, activity and a snack. 

February 19: AED/Hands Only CPR Training—youth 

and adults are invited to join Johnson Co. trainers as 

we learn about using an AED (FCC has had one since 

2019) and hands only CPR. 

January Mission Focus - Iowa City 

Free Medical and Dental Clinic 

We continue to collect Items for the Free Medical 

Clinic through Sunday.  We are collecting the 

following items from their most needed list:  

• Ibuprofen (200mg dosage preferred) 

• Pill box organizers 

• Hand sanitizer 

• Depends (any brand is fine; sizes med and large) 

• Facial tissues 

• Forever stamps   

These items can be brought to the church and placed 

in the marked bin. 

FCC Book Club 

The FCC Book Club will start the year 

reading Shattered Dreams: My Life as 

a Polygamist’s Wife by Irene Spencer.  

This book shares Irene’s story of growing up in a  

fundamentalist family, finding herself in a plural  

marriage at age 16, and then choosing to leave 

that situation and create a different life in a world 

she knew little about.   

The meeting to discuss this book will be on       

Thursday, January 26 at 7pm on Zoom. 

Looking Ahead to Lent 

February is just around the corner and with it comes Lent.  Our theme this year is Seeking: Honest Questions for 

Deeper Faith.  Here are some things to look forward to: 

• Ash Wednesday is February 22.  Both evening worship and drive thru ashes will be offered. 

• Spiritual Life Groups will again be offered.  A list of options will come out in early February.  You are           

encouraged to join a group where together you can explore questions of faith with others. 
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Thank You! 
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on January 22: Gene Hansen and Karen Dawson 

(Greeters); Mary Curtis and Kathy Harrison (Ushers); Al Zimmerman and Disciple Strings & Singers (Musicians); 

Tesla Newnum (Acolyte); Maggie Keyser and Cameron Michel (Scripture Reader); Kalea Seaton and Spencer 

Thomas (Worship leaders and Faith Formation presenters); Rev. Eric Rucker (Preacher); Karen Dawson, Kalea 

Seaton and Spencer Thomas (Communion servers); Karen Dawson (Elder); David Klein and Diane Hertel (A/V); Sally 

Strah (Fellowship Time Host); Steve Strah and Jim Michel (Valet Parking). 

 

PRAYERS & PRAISE  

• We pray for Francis Boelens who is recovering after a cardiac procedure. 

• We pray for Carol Mertens’ sister, Kay Engle, who is in ICU. 

• We pray for the family and friends of Bob Kramer, a person from the puppeteering community Laura Kittrell 

is part of.  Bob was killed in a fire at his business in St. Louis.   

• We pray for all participants in the Simpson Youth Academy, including our own Kalea Seaton and Spencer 

Thomas, as they grow in faith and leadership. 

• We pray for all who are living and dying in the midst of gun violence including the communities of Monterey 

Park, CA, Des Moines, IA, and Half Moon Bay, CA. 

• We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs. 
 

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs. 

We Need You! 
Sundays rely on volunteers to go smoothly!  If you are willing to serve as a Greeter, 

Usher, Scripture Reader, Fellowship Time Host or Acolyte (K-6th grade), please 

choose your dates and sign up here (use the drop down menu in the upper right to 

toggle between various roles).  You can also contact Nancy McKinstry with questions or 

to sign up for these roles.   There are many available opportunities in this new year!  
 

If you are interested in doing Children’s Moments, speak with Pastor Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com).   
 

If you would like to be trained to run sound or PowerPoint, speak with Laurie Dahms. 

Remember, you can join us in person at church or worship with us on YouTube each Sunday at 10am.   

Worship - January 29, 2023 

Hymns - Lord of Justice; The Voice of Jesus Calls His People; Every Step of the Way 

Scripture - Micah 6:1-8 

Sermon - Our Calling, Our Challenge 

Update Your Directory:  Carl & Jan Christensen have a new phone number. It is 319-379-5044.  

Content covered to protect privacy 

https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/83c73db01a7cfeac42-greeter
https://youtube.com/@icdisciples


 

FCC’s Welcome Statement 

A few years ago we adopted a Welcome Statement.  It simply made sense to put into words the reality 

that we had been living into for many years.  Of course one of the challenges with anything like this is 

that once the intentional conversations end, it can be easy to stop thinking about.  While we do still real-

ly work to live into it, this seems like a good time to put it back in front of us again and to invite you to 

think about it. 

Consider the following: What in the statement makes your heart happy?  What raises questions?  If you 

were new to First Christian Church, what would this statement tell you about who we are?  In your     

experience at First Christian, do you experience this radical welcome to be a reality?  How could we live 

more fully into this statement and our identity as an Open and Affirming congregation? 

You might simply consider these questions on your own.  If you want to talk about them or the         

statement or ideas you have for First Christian, know that your pastors are always willing.   

Here’s what our statement says: 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. Romans 15:7 

At First Christian Church of Iowa City/Coralville, we aspire to share God’s expansive and unconditional 

love with all, with respect and positive regard for our human differences.  Whatever your lived            

experience, skin color, native tongue or dialect, ethnicity or nationality, gender identity, sexual            

orientation, relationship or family status, age, size, physical or mental health, economic situation,       

addiction, ability or disability, education level, profession, faith history, and  politics …there is room for 

you at the table.   It is God’s welcome and is without limitations.  

By God’s grace and following Jesus’ example, we invite you to join us in community and communion.  

We embrace you as a fellow child of God, equally and deeply loved and with full access to the kin-dom 

that we strive to inhabit.                                    

If you are among us, you are one of us. 
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A Note of Thanks... 

Hello and Happy Wednesday, As I sat going through all my cards and notes one more time, the lightbulb went 

on and I have not gotten out my thank you to everyone in the church. I apologize for my tardiness. 

THANK YOU! Thank You everyone! I was and am still touched by your prayers, reception, cards, gifts, notes of 

encouragement, and offers to help me. THANK YOU!! 

Quick Update: I miss the people who came into the church throughout the week. I miss coming into work, as it 

kept the days of the week straight in my life and in my head. My 4 weeks of recovery after surgery turned into 

5. But, I AM STRONG and I have the socks to prove it. The last of my drainage tubes have been removed and 

now is the time to get ready for radiation. So for now – I will have 5-6 weeks of daily radiation and continue my 

infusions, every 3 weeks, through July. 

I am so grateful to all of First Christian Church’s prayers and encouragement. 

THANK YOU!!  Peggy Bothell 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

22                    

Worship 10 AM     

Faith Formation 

11:15 AM             

Handbells 12 Noon                                 

Troop 270 5:30 PM                

Troop 2000 7 PM   

23 24                

Staff Meeting 10 AM 

25                    

Bible Study @ Zoom 

12 Noon                

Jill’s PST 5:30 PM 

Disciples Strings & 

Singers 6 PM   

 

26              

Women Clergy  @ 

Zoom 10 AM       

FCC Book Club 7 

PM                       

27 28 

29                   

Worship 10 AM     

Faith Formation 

11:15 AM             

Handbells 12 Noon                                 

Troop 270 5:30 PM                

Troop 2000 7 PM   

30                    

Capital Campaign 

Team @ Zoom 6 PM    

 

 

Fell Hall in use     

6:30 PM  

31 

    

 

Pastors at Minister’s Institute 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 

1 
Bible Study @ Zoom 

12 Noon            

Spring MPT 6:30 

PM                 

  

2          
Executive Comm  

@ Zoom 9 AM  

3 4 

5 
Worship 10 AM     

Faith Formation 

11:15 AM             

Handbells 12 Noon                                 

Troop 270 5:30 PM                

Troop 2000 7 PM   

6 7              
Board meeting            

5:30 PM                 

8 
Bible Study @ Zoom 

12 Noon                 

Disciples Strings & 

Singers 6 PM   

9 
Clergy Cluster       

12 noon                    

FCC  Connect         

@  Zoom 6:30pm 

Arrow Chapter 7pm 

10 
 

11 
 

   
 

 
  

FEBRUARY 

Pastors at Minister’s Institute 

Min Institute 

Junior Retreat @ Newton 

Jill & Kara at Comm on Ministry 



FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)              

900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE  

CORALVILLE, IA  52241-3615 

                

First Christian Church                
(Disciples of Christ) 
900 Lincolnshire Place 

Coralville, IA 52241 
319-337-4181 

Office Hours:                                                        

Monday - Thursday, 9am to noon 

Staff:  

Rev. Jill Cameron Michel, Sr. Pastor 

    Home Phone: 319-665-2276 

Rev. Kara Seaton, Minister of Children, Youth & Families 

Rev. Laura Kittrell, Minister of Music and Worship 

Carol Mertens, Interim Office Assistant 

Michael Hull, Custodian 

Lori Smith, Bookkeeper 

Damian Dorta, Technology & Communications 

Kalea Seaton, Nursery Caregiver  

Caitie Klein-Lester, Nursery Caregiver 


