THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of January 2, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
By the time you read this, our calendars have turned to 2019. There are many opportunities for us to pause
throughout the year and to re-examine our lives and our life together. A new calendar year is one of those. As we
begin this new year, there are many exciting things on the horizon for our ministry together. I hope you will read this
newsletter thoroughly, as it is full of opportunities for you to participate as well as information you should know. Let
me briefly name a few of those:






There are some wonderful Faith Formation opportunities coming both during the Sunday School hour and at
other times. In the coming months we are fortunate to have Kara Seaton, Laura Kittrell and Melea White
teaming up to help us explore who we are as people in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) as they offer a
class on Disciples Identity. We are also fortunate to have John McKinstry, Bruce Fischer, Mark Pries and other
community friends teaming up to offer a class on Affordable Housing - not only is this a great Faith Formation
opportunity, but it connects with what Mission & Witness is working on this year. More details about these
offerings are on page 3 of this newsletter.
Speaking of Mission and Witness, again this year they have chosen an area of focus. This came from those same
surveys they did last year. Housing will be the focus for the year and you can read more about what this means
as well as some opportunities that are coming your way in the spring. More details about what Mission and
Witness is planning for 2019 are on page 4.
As you have been hearing, the Bylaws Committee has been hard at work in 2018 and is ready to present their
proposal. They will share the first presentation at Board meeting on January 8 and then will offer several other
presentations. We hope you will be able to make one of them. While we know many people function well in
many organizations without ever reading the bylaws, we are excited to share with you some of the new changes
that we are proposing. More information about this is on page 4.

While I am excited about these opportunities and hope you will participate in many of them, I am also very aware
that our faith isn’t just about what we do at church. It is about making a difference in the world and about changing
who we are at the core.
As we begin a new year, I offer you this prayer from Ted Loder:
O God of fire and freedom,
deliver me from my bondage to what can be counted
and go with me in a new exodus toward what counts,
but can only be measured in bread shared and swords become plowshares;
in bodies healed and minds liberated; in songs sung and justice done;
in laughter in the night and joy in the morning; in love through all seasons and great gladness of heart;
in all people coming together and a kin-dom* coming in glory;
in your name being praised and my becoming an alleluia.
I look forward to seeing you Sunday as we begin a new year together,

Jill
*kin-dom substituted for original language of kingdom

Thank you, FCC, for the generous staff gifts at the end of the year and for helping
make FCC a wonderful place to work and share in ministry!
Jill, Kara, Laura, Peggy and Michael
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
January 2 - Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
January 9 - John 2:1-11

Strings and Singers
Love to sing? Play an instrument that would be a
good addition to our worship music? You are invited
to join Disciples Strings and Singers. Upcoming
rehearsals are on Wednesdays, January 2 and 16.

January Board Meeting
Our next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, January 8 at
7pm. Please make this a priority. In addition to
regular business, the Board will hear a presentation
from the Bylaws Committee.

The next Ladies Night Out will be
Thursday, January 17th at 5:30 pm at
Blackstone’s.

2019 Mission Trip Announced
This year’s mission/work trip will be held the week of
March 18 in Marshalltown, IA. We are hoping to
bring youth along to help this year. People interested
in joining should contact Brian Fleck by January 15 at
briansabrafleck@mac.com or 319-321-2644.

“FILL THE ARK” Project Update
Thank you, FCC for your amazing response. We
have raised $4,470.00 toward our goal to “fill the
ark”!

Pot Luck Jam
Music brings people together; it
is a language of relationship. In
order to have the freedom to
make joyful music we engage in the disciplines such as
practicing, taking turns, and planning ahead. Some FCC
musicians are planning a Pot Luck and Jam Session for
Saturday, January 12, 5:30-8:00 pm in the FCC
fellowship hall. All who enjoy music are welcome to
participate. Each person is invited to bring 25 paper
copies of one or more favorite familiar songspreferably with chord symbols, lyrics and at least a
vocal melody line- to share with everyone. There will
be a few songs already printed up and ready to go. If
you wish, you may introduce the song to the whole
group by playing and/or singing through a verse and/or
chorus before everyone joins in. Bring as many
different musical instruments as you might want to play
(yes, banjos and especially accordions are welcome),
plan a duet, write your own new song; now is the time
to get out that guitar or saxophone you haven’t played
in months. We’ll take turns and sing/play as many
songs as we have time for.
We’ll begin with a pot luck at 5:30, and pulled pork
sandwiches (incl. some gluten free) and drinks will be
provided so bring something to compliment (or
substitute for) them. About 6:00 -6:15 we’ll begin the
music and we will try to get everyone home in time to
rest up for worship the next day.

JANUARY BOOK CLUB
Our next book club selection takes us
back 400 years to a Spanish
expedition into Florida that went
awry. A few explorers pressed on,
ending up on the coast of what is now
Texas. The book is The Moor's Account by Laila
Lalami. We'll discuss it at Maggie Keyser's,
on January 24 at 7 p.m.

Sunday, January 6, 2019
Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6 Sermon: The Kin-dom: The Light Breaks In
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Upcoming Faith Formation Opportunities
January 6: Adults are invited to a one session class titled, “Spiritual Practices for the New Year.”
Children and Youth Sunday School starts back up today as well. Classes will be as follows:



Kindergarten—4th grades will meet in (pre-K room): This class will start the new year looking at Bible stories
centering around Jesus.



5th grade and up will meet in (youth room): In the new year, this class will continue with the The Gospel According to
Harry Potter. Discussion will be around relating the popular book series to humanitarian, social justice and Christian
messages.



As always, a nursery will be available for younger children during Sunday School and worship.

January 13 - February 3: Adults are invited to join Kara Seaton, Laura Kittrell and Melea White who will be co-teaching
a four week class “Disciples Identity.” Whether you have long been in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) or are
new to FCC and the Disciples you are invited to come and learn more.
February 10 - March 3: Adults are invited to join John McKinstry, Bruce Fischer, Mark Pries and other friends after
worship on Sundays and on Wednesday evenings for an “Affordable Housing Bible Study.” Information is below.

2019 AFFORDABLE HOUSING BIBLE STUDY SERIES
In connection with the Mission & Witness focus for 2019, you are invited to join friends and neighbors for
fellowship, Bible study and a simple meal (Wednesdays at 5:30, Sundays following worship) during February of
2019. We will be relating our historic faith to local housing barriers and opportunities, using a variety of digital
resources and local writers/guests. Written materials for each of seven session will be available from our website
or in hard copies available in the narthex. Meals will be free of charge- with donations accepted. Please sign up on
a clipboard in the Narthex or call the church office at 319-337-4181 to register your participation.
Session I—Sunday, February 10 following worship. Affordable Housing as a Basic Human Right, John McKinstry
leading (Matt 25:34-40, Acts 2:42-47)—God made us all needy for homes for both ourselves and our neighbors.
Session II—Wednesday, February 13, 5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Good News for the Poor, John McKinstry
leading—The Fair Housing Act, NAR Video, continuing segregation in our community.
Session III—Sunday, February 17 following worship. Home Ownership and Habitat for Humanity Theology, Gabe
Martin leading—Interfaith Build, gleaning as sweat equity, lend without interest, etc.
Session IV—Wednesday, February 20, 5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Dispelling Affordable Housing Myths, John
McKinstry leading (Luke 19:1-10)—Why Facts Don’t Convince People Video.
Session V—Sunday, February 24 following worship. Housing for Persons with Disabilities, Bruce Fischer leading
(Luke 14:12-14).
Session VI—Wednesday, February 27, 5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Our True Home is God—Christian Hospitality,
John McKinstry and Gabe Martin, leading (Luke 10:38-42, Genesis 18:1-15).
Session VII—Sunday, March 3 following worship. Housing First/Homelessness, Mark Pries and Crissy Canganelli,
leading (Ephesians 2:8-10, 1 Kings 19:11-13)—Flipping the judgement/grace (housing ready) paradigm to grace/
responsibility.
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Announcing Our 2019 Mission & Witness Focus
Mission and Witness is excited to announce that in 2019 we will focus on housing. This focus will include both
affordable housing as well as homelessness. Together we will share in education, hands on work and advocacy
around issues that impact people’s basic need of housing.
Some of the exciting things that are coming include:


An Affordable Housing Bible Study that begins in February. Turn back to page 3 of this newsletter to read
detailed information about this important study.



Participation in Habitat for Humanity’s Interfaith Build which begins in March. More information will be
coming soon.



A mission trip to Marshalltown, IA to help with tornado recovery. This trip will be the week of March 18.
More information as well as how to indicate your interest in participating is back on page 2 of this
newsletter.

Meanwhile, we will continue supporting other causes that are close to our hearts. Just like in 2018, our focus
gives an area to spend some extra time with and learn more about even as we continue a broad spectrum of
mission and witness activities.
One of our ongoing commitments is to the Coralville Food Pantry and in January our focus item for collecting is
feminine hygiene products. Please place any donation in the marked bin at the back of the sanctuary.

What’s Going on with the Bylaws?
You’ve heard talk that we will soon be proposing new bylaws for FCC, but you might be wondering why and
when and what’s in them.
Since before we called Pastor Jill we have been aware that there were ways in which our bylaws were no
longer working for our ministry. In light of that, early in 2018 a committee was brought together to evaluate
our bylaws, examine new options, and make a proposal for changes. This resulted in a rewrite of our bylaws
that includes some exciting new ideas for our ministry together.
To keep you informed, the Bylaws Committee will be doing several presentations during January. The first will
be for the board at the board meeting on January 8. There will be three additional presentations: Sunday,
January 13 at 5pm (at the Michel home), Tuesday, January 15 at 1pm (at the Welsh home) and Wednesday,
January 16 at 5:30pm (at the church). Then on February 3, following worship, there will be one final
presentation (this one was scheduled because we recognize there may be feedback from the earlier
presentations that results in some changes and so we wanted one final opportunity to present what we’ll be
voting on).

The plan is for the congregation to vote on the new bylaws at our February 24th congregational meeting.
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To Loose the Bonds of Injustice:
The Plight of the Mentally Ill & What the Church Can Do
Author Event
January 12, 2019
10:00AM – 11:30AM
Iowa City Public Library, Meeting Room A
Open to the public
Marcia A. Murphy will read an excerpt from her book and lead a community-wide discussion on mental
health.
This new book is the first to address the living conditions of the mentally ill from the standpoint of social
justice. It is the first for religion to partner with the psychiatric field from a spiritual vantage point to
improve the lives of those afflicted with medical, social, and spiritual maladies. It is written by someone
who has lived with the challenges of a marginalized human being, someone who has insights that no one in
the mainstream has experienced.

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID CLASS
Is for adults to take work with or support youth. Please sign up in advance if you plan to attend by emailing
<mhedspecialists@gmail.com> Classes are offered at no cost thanks to support from the Mental Health & Disability
Services of the East Center Region.
January Class:

What: Youth Mental Health First Aid Course (for adults who work and/or interact with youth)
When: Wednesday, January 23rd and Friday, January 25th
Time: 12:30 PM—5:30 PM
Where: Coralville Public Library, 1401 5th Street, Coralville, IA 52241
For more information - - https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/

SYMBOLIC LANGUAGE OF
CHRISTIAN ART:
PEACOCK: Immortality. At one time, it was believed
that the flesh of a peacock was incorruptible and that its plumage renewed itself every year—thus being “reborn” in glory.

January 2019
Sun

Mon

1

BIRTHDAY’’
3-Jan Ricklefs
4-Kaitlyn Rohm
6-Nolan Vibhakar
12-Rachel Samuel
13-Kianna HaslettTomova
14-Jim Michel

18-Hailey Rohm
22-Oliver
Schluckebier
24-David Klein
27-Grace Hall
28-Isaac Samuel

6

7

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pot Luck 11:15 AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 (1:30)3
PM Fellowship Hall
Troop 2000 7 PM

Fri

Sat

5

2

3

4

Stewardship &
Finance mtg 1:30 PM

Bell Choir 4:30 PM

8

9

10

11

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Child Protection 5:30

Bible Study 12:30

Clergy Cluster @
Panera 12 noon
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

16

17

CRC @ 1st Presby.
10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3:15
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies' Night Out @
Blackstone’s 5:30

22

23

24

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3:15

Women Clergy
10 AM
FCC Book Club
Maggie Keyser’s
7:00 PM

29

30

31

BOARD MTG
7 PM

14

21

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

27

Thu

Bible Study 12:30
Elders 5:30 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

15

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

20

Wed

Office Closed

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Un-decorate
Sanctuary 11:15 AM
Bell Choir 2:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

13

Tue

28

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3:15

Pastor Jill at Minister’s Institute in Newton

12
FCC Pot-Luck
Jam Session
5:30 PM

18

19

25

26

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

